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Come in and see the friendly staff at 
Darras & Zervas Estate Agents for all 
your real estate needs or call our office 
for a free no obligation opinion of the 
market value of your property.  
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From the President of the Clayton
Traders Association : Bill Pontikis 
Dear Clayton Residents
 
The face of Clayton is changing all the 
time and all for the better! If you look 
around, you will see new homes and 
buildings completed or being built. 
Although the prices of property might 
have settled a little downwards, as I am advised, owners and 
investors are confident in Clayton being an area in high demand. 
Why not? Clayton is a functional, convenient, practical and 
friendly location to be in. In our shopping centre, a new 
restaurant has taken over from McDonald’s and a new Tea 
House has opened on the East side of our shopping strip.
 As Spring arrives, the trees along Cooke St “Boulevard” are 
sending out beautiful green leaves. They are taller and bushier 
after a year and this might decrease pedestrian visibility on 
Cooke Street. Please use pedestrian crossings and drivers to 
please  slow down and be alert. On road safety, I am shocked to 
learn from the police about the reckless and irresponsible 
behaviour of people crossing the railway lines at Clayton Station. 
We don’t want that crossing to be an accident waiting to happen.
 Muslims celebrated the end of Ramadan (the end of a month 
long fasting practice) on 31st August. Congratulations to our 
Muslim residents and patrons! There are a few traders providing 
‘halal’ products and offers in Clayton Shopping Centre and they 
are a great service to our community. We are proud to be a 
community that welcomes diversity in culture and religious 
practices.
 Our empathy goes to the residents who suffered poor air 
quality around the Clayton South rubbish tip. A Toxic Odour 
Action Group has been formed and ongoing talks are being 
held with the EPA and tip operators and we are hopeful for a 
favourable outcome for residents. If you are affected or are keen 
to be involved in this group, please let me know.

Are you aware that there is a manager dedicated to a project 
called “Clayton-Clarinda Strengthening Program”? This is a 
joint initiative between Kingston and Monash City Council. If you 
would like to contribute to the development of Clayton-Clarinda 
in such areas as community engagement, community wellbeing, 
planning, amenity, economic development, safety and leisure, 
the Manager, Colin Bostock, would like to talk to you and I can 
put you in touch with him.

Cheers
 
Bill Pontikis
President, Clayton Traders Inc, 
(0418 355 166)
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“Clayton @ 3168” takes no responsibility for any consequences that
may arise from the reliance or use of published information. 
No responsibility is taken for advertisements, images or content. 
Reproduction of any part of the “Clayton @ 3168” is prohibited without
the written permission of the publisher.

Clayton Traders Committee 
Members 2010-2011
President	 Bill Pontikis	
	 Café LePanto
Vice President	 Frank Golotta	
	 Lunico Hotel
Treasurer	 Sandesh Hegde	
	 Westpac Bank
Secretary	 Vacant
	
Committee	
Jeffrey Ng	 EyeLook VisionCare       		
Leo Sheppet	 Sheppet’s Tax Servies
Richard Uglow	 Coles Supermarkets   	
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Hi from all of us at Clayton Police.
You may have recently noticed us patrolling the shopping centre and in particular policing the Clayton Rd. pedestrian 
crossings at the railway line.

We have been paying particular attention to pedestrians illegally crossing the railway line while the warning lights and 
bells are going.   We have been issuing many fines for this offence and people just don’t seem to be getting the 
message.

We will continue to police this problem for as long as it takes.

We are all terrified that we will have that day at work no-one wants to have when a train collects one or more people 
ignoring the warning signals.

Please pass on to everyone you know who uses the crossing that it is extremely dangerous behaviour to cross against 
the warning signals and that the local police and Highway Patrol are giving the area much attention.   If we catch you 
doing the wrong thing, the fine is currently around $300.   

We don’t get any pleasure booking people for this offence but we make no apology as we don’t want accidents.

On a brighter note it appears that the number of calls for police assistance in the shopping centre is decreasing.   We 
understand that this may not continue and we will have visible patrols in the area when we can.

Clayton Police Station operates from 8am – 4pm Mon- Fri.   A 16 hr patrol response is provided and Oakleigh provide a 
24 hr patrol response.
   
If you require police attendance, ring 000.

Best regards,

John Grenville
Acting Senior Sergeant 
Clayton Police Station

Photo courtesy of Leader Newspapers. 
Photographer Eugene Hyland
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You are invited to come along to the

CLAYTON COMMUNITY NIGHT
at the Clayton Community Centre 9-15 Cooke Street Clayton

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER
Join with other members of our community for a Celebration of Indian Culture
see page 9 for further details  (FREE EVENT)
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Ronald McDonald House Monash- 
Volunteer Opportunities
Ronald McDonald House Monash 
provides a comfortable, supportive 
home for the families of sick children 
receiving treatment in the Southern 
Health network. We have also 
recently opened a Family Room 
based in Monash Children’s, Monash 
Medical Centre which provides 
respite for the parents and carers of 
sick and injured children.

Our volunteers are the heart of 
Ronald McDonald House Monash 
and the time and skills they donate 
are invaluable. We are currently 
recruiting a dedicated team of 
volunteers to assist with our House 
and the Family Room.

The role of volunteers includes:
	 •General household duties including cleaning, stocking cupboards and kitchen duties
	 •Greeting and registering families
	 •Handling phone calls and enquiries in a discreet and polite manner
	 •Monitoring the guest numbers in the Family Room
	 •Providing general support to families
	 •Providing orientation & tour to first time guests 

The new Ronald McDonald Family Room at Monash Childrens 

Being a volunteer with Ronald McDonald House Monash is a rewarding experience where volunteers enjoy developing 
new skills and forming friendships. The support of our volunteers enables families with the opportunity to focus on 
their child and their recovery.
If you are interested in joining our inspiring team of volunteers, please contact Christine via the details below to 
									         find out more about this exciting opportunity.

									         Christine Stankowski
									         Volunteer Manager
									         Ph: 03 9562 6223 
									         email: christine_stankowski@rmhmonash.
org.au

Ronald McDonald House, Clayton.
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Heartfelt Effort For Cardiac Equipment.  
We all know hospitals can be intimidating places, especially for children. 

Our staff work hard to make our children’s wards more pleasing with bright colours, paintings and child friendly spaces. 

But until recently, children and babies that had heart problems were restricted to the adult wards as cardiac monitoring 

equipment wasn’t available. This meant being away from other children on adult wards without anything nice to look at 

or other child friendly diversions – making it a really difficult time for patients and families. 

In June, Monash Children’s launched a campaign to raise $100,000 to purchase four portable monitors. 

We are delighted to say the response from our community and staff was immediate and overwhelming. 

Over 100 participants joined in the hugely successful Monash Children’s Run Melbourne 2011 which raised over $30,000 

towards the monitors. 

Major donations from white goods manufacturer ASKO, Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children (ROMAC) and Monash 

Surgical Private Hospital plus significant community support combined to make the campaign a real success. 

In total we raised $100,234 and can now purchase the required cardiac monitors. This will improve the hospital stay for 

many children and their families as we will be able to treat children requiring heart monitoring in the children’s wards. 

A celebratory evening was held on Wednesday 24 August 2011 at Monash Medical Centre Clayton to say thank you to 

everyone who contributed to this campaign.
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L-R back row: John Benger, Southern Region Director ROMAC and Professor Nick Freezer, Medical Director Monash Children’s 
L-R front row: Suzana Talevski Senior Media Manager, Southern Health, James Vogdanos, National Marketing Manager, ASKO appliances

Shelly Park, Chief Executive, Southern Health and Rebecca Lovitt, Manager Monash Health Foundation
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History of Clayton 

Mulgrave Arms Hotel
Thomas Irwin, native of County Tyrone, Ireland, came out to Victoria in 1851 and went to Bendigo diggings for six
months. Having no luck, he lived privately in Melbourne for a short time, then in June 1859, he went to Oakleigh where
he built the Mulgrave Arms Hotel on the Dandenong Road , about half a mile west of East Boundary Road. When the
hotel was licenced on 19th August 1859, Thomas became the licencee of the first hotel in the district. Although various 
members of the family were licencees, the hotel continued in their name until 1902 when it was sold to Bonhams.

The hotel was always an overnight stop for Cobb & Co. coaches going to and from Gippsland. Whilst the travellers
wined and dined, the horses rested in a paddock. On 28th June 1860, Thomas Irwin became a member of the first
Roads Board known as Oakleigh and Mulgrave Road District. He was elected to Oakleigh Council and later served on 
the Mulgrave Council. The first meeting of this Council was held in the lounge room of the Mulgrave Arms Hotel where 
they decided on a plan for the Council Chambers. Until these were built the Council continued to hold their meetings at 
the hotel.

When Mr. Bonham became licencee he was instrumental in organising the start of a big annual cycling race from
outside his hotel for a number of years. During the Bonham’s early years , Mr. Norman started his grocery business in 
Oakleigh. The hotel was one of his best customers and every six months Mr. Norman could be seen wheeling a trolley of 
groceries along the Dandenong Road to the Bonhams. As years went by he progressed, and could  then be seen 
delivering the groceries by horse and cart. 

Miss Nancy Bonham, the last surving child of Mr and Mrs. Bonham, can remember some life at the hoteI before it was 
delicenced in 1923. She recalls Doherty’s as being the local grocer in the district and the election meetings being held in 
the old Tennis Hall. She also remembers hotels being open until 11 pm, and on occasions fights would break out in the 
bar. but her father would always put an end to them quickly.
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The Mulgrave Arms Hotel on the Dandenong Road
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A post office man who called one day was horrified they did not have a telephone and in no time the hotel was
connected to the Oakleigh exchange. This made Iife so much easier for them. They were possibly the first private 
citizens in the area to have a phone. 

Mr and Mrs Bonham and family Iived on in the hotel, which was a landmark until 1944 when it was demolished to make 
for the first motel in Victoria. The Pine trees which Thomas Irwin had planted around his hotel in the early days also 
disappeared in 1944. 

THE 1860’s
James and Sarah Murphy (nee Mulrooney) arrived from Ireland and purchased their first land in Glenferrie Road, 
Malvern (where Stonnington is now). As this area became populated, they sold out and purchased 40 acres on the east
side of East Boundary Road, Mordialloc (next to William Audsley) and later 30 acres on the opposite side of the road.
Soon after arriving in our bush Sarah went blind and never saw her children.

Fortunately the Writer interviewed their grand-daughter, Eileen, shortly before her sudden death in December, 1973
and later a great-grandson, Eric Crowe. Eileen, like her father William, before her, was born in our area. She recalled 
her father telling how, as a young man, together with other local lads, walked to North Brighton station on a Saturday 
evening to catch the train into the City to go to a dance as there were no trains to Melbourne on the local line. After the 
dance they caught the last train to North Brighton and walked home. This was the nearest dance in his young days. She 
went on to say that she was much better off, as in her teenage days, the locals only had to walk through the scrub to 
Springvale to a dance and walk home again at midnight.

As a child she remembered Rosella parrots and Galahs being part of the bird life around her home. Wild flowers were in 
abundance and consisted of spider orchids, tiny pink orchids which grew only two inches high and were to be found in 
only one small patch in the district - down the back of their property. There were lots of flowering shrubs  which 
disappeared during her childhood - because of thieves being prevalent in the area. Wild heath both pink and white and 
sometimes red, together with correas, boronias and many varieties of eggs and bacon were in abundance.

Clayton North School had already been established and she attended there for one year. After that, she rode a bike
to St. Peter’s Roman Catholic School in Centre Road, East Bentleigh, where she completed her education.
She recalled her father talking about the Mordialloc tribe of Aboriginals roaming the area, but the Government would
not allow them to wander past Brighton. Shopping for her mother and father was not easy as their nearest shopping 
centre was Brighton, but often her father brought supplies home from the market. In later years it became easier because 
Oakleigh had become a good place for shopping too.

Eileen spoke of the other Murphy family, but no relation. Rose ran the post office and sister Delia ran the store, first on 
the south side of the railway near the station, then on the north side (just down from the Commonwealth Bank). She
remembered the gate-house which stood on the south side of the railway near the gates.

She stated that during her teenage years the old public hall was brought to Clayton. It was half an Army hut from
Seymour and was transported to our settlement after the First World War. Her father, together with Mr. Scott and others 
were the Trustees. William, her father, walked to work at the Lysterfield Quarries, leaving home at 6 am and arriving home 
again at 7 pm each day. He was a very thrifty man as on one occasion he had the toothache and planned to visit a 
dentist at Oakleigh, but before doing so, heard of a dentist at Williamstown who extracted teeth for less, so he rode his
bike out there to have the offending tooth removed.

In 1908 their property was valued at £1,100 ($2,200). We all, no doubt, admire the courage of Sarah Murphy with such a 
disability coping under hard conditions in a strange country to care for her husband and rear their children. James and 
Sarah died near the turn of the century and are buried at Springvale.

“On 21st May 1921, Mr and Mrs W. Murphy (Eileen’s parents) were given a farewell in the Clayton Hall as they had 
decided to lease the old homestead and farm to settle in Glenhuntly. A big attendance was there to see Mr. F. A. Bunny 
present them with three pieces of solid silver suitably inscribed for their services to the public. Miss Murphy received a 
dainty gold brooch set with rubies. There was dancing, vocal items and a good supper. Mr. Murphy responded to the 
cheering crowd.” (Oakleigh and Caulfield Times 26th June 1921.)

To be continued next issue....

*The above information and Clayton History banner photo kindly supplied by May Keeley: “A Journey into Yesterday: A History of Clayton”
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Monash Enterprise Centre
Helping Local Business
A Bonus for start-up small business in the City of Monash, the Monash 
Enterprise Centre offers a serviced office facility to micro and startup 
businesses in the region. Also known as the Monash Business Incubator, the 
Centre is supported by the City of Monash and is geared for a small business to make the transition to a fully functional, 
independent and successful business. With office space for some 30 small businesses at flexible and affordable rates, 
the Centre offers Reception, meeting rooms and resources such as internet connection, photocopier and various office 
equipment.

Additionally, some 70 Associate Members or virtual 
members use the Centre; these are businesses 
maintaining their own office while connecting to the 
network of small businesses, and the services 
provided at the facility.
In the early days of a business, it’s a bonus to share 
office space and equipment, while coming to grips 
with a whole range of new business issues.  
The Centre has Reception staff to assist businesses 
and the Manager, John Muscat, provides mentoring 
support through linkages to providers such as the 
Small Business Mentoring Service.

A recent graduate from the Centre, Stephen 
Darmawan, Director of Geotesta says “The 
professional, knowledgeable, and friendly level of 
service has far exceeded expectations. Nothing ever 
seems to be too 

 much trouble to you and I am made to feel unique, never feeling that I am just one of many tenants that you and your 
office have to deal with each day. I regularly attend the learning and business group networking events and have taken 
advantage of mentoring support while a tenant at your serviced offices.”

For more information about the Monash Enterprise Centre http://www.monashincubator.com.au contact the Manager, 
John Muscat on 03 85622222 or email jmuscat@monashincubator.com.au

Monash Enterprise Centre

Clayton Senior Citizens
“Ushering in the Sounds 

of Christmas”
26th November 2011

Concert time: 2.15pm for 2.30pm start. 

Finish at 4pm..  $2.00 entry

Entertainment. Christmas Hamper, and Raffles

Tea, Coffee and finger food.
For enquiries phone Betty on 9544 3931 (between 9.30am - 3.00pm, not on Wednesdays)



“Clayton@3168”
A Clayton Traders Association initiative.

edition 15. October 2011
9

‘Strengthening Clayton & Clarinda’ 
Project – Building Your Community 
Voice
There has been a great deal happening around the ‘Strengthening Clayton & Clarinda’ Project since the last Traders 
Newsletter back in July. The Project has been working closely with Swinburne University and Dixon House on a project 
to assess the needs of international students living in the area. 
The Swinburne students developed a survey 
that was circulated to international students at 
Monash University and other tertiary institutions. 
The survey sought feedback on services they 
have used and information they would like to see 
about the area. The result will be the production 
of a local information guide for international 
students and their families in the area. The end 
of the project was marked by a community 
celebration for international students and their 
families at Dixon House. 

We had a fantastic turnout at the recent VicRoads 
community workshop to discuss the Clayton and
Centre Road rail crossings. Over 100 local
residents explained how the crossings impact on
their lives and what they would like to see done 
about them. Results of the study will published 
in a rail crossing strategy for the Pakenham and 
Cranbourne lines between Grange Road, Caulfield East and South Gippsland Highway, Dandenong South.

If you have used the Clayton Library computers recently you will have seen details about the ‘Strengthening Clayton & 
Clarinda’ Project and details of how to get involved or leave your comments. In addition, the project has produced its 
own Community Update and it hit the streets a few weeks ago. If you would like a copy or would like more information 
about the project contact Colin at the Clayton Community Centre on 9541 3136 or 0419 778 195. You can also drop 
him a line at colinb@monash.vic.gov.au

Clayton
Community

Night
The Strengthening Clayton & Clarinda Project 

is holding a Community Evening at the
Clayton Community Centre, Cooke St, Clayton 
on Saturday 12 November. The evening will 

be a showcase of Indian culture and a chance 
for the local community to experience the 

sights and sounds of India. Come along and 
enjoy dance, craft, food, storytelling, music & 
film. The event runs from 5.30-8.30pm and all 

are welcome. For more information and to 
register for the evening please call 9541 3136

Strengthening Clayton & Clarinda’ Project

Don’t miss this

fantastic FREE

Event!
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Youth @ MYFS
A group of young people at our youth program ‘The Spot’  have been busy working 
on recording music at our Youth and Family Services office. This talented group of 
guys have been singing, rapping and playing guitar in preparation of producing some 
music. Hopefully we can get some tracks ready for the Clayton Festival, it’ll be worth 
a listen. Jarrod from EDAS (Eastern Drug and Alcohol Service) has been supporting 
the program with his incredible music and sound engineer skills. 

Another great collaboration with local services, working together to support our 
Young People.

The Youth Stage is currently being planned for Clayton Festival. 
The area was very popular this year, so we’re taking on the challenge 
to make it even better next year.
Our guys from ‘The Spot’ will be contributing to its planning to ensure 
we have another great day.

1 0

T-shirt/Cap Airbrushing.
Clayton Festival 2011.

Don’t forget, MYFS provides support for youth 
aged 10 – 25yrs who live, work, go to school or 
recreate in the City of Monash. We also provide 
Family support for families with dependant 
children 0 – 18yrs. See our website for info on all 
of our services; myfs.org.au 

For more information on The Spot or any other 
youth services in Clayton, please contact 
Karen McMahon or Mick Hearn on 9541 3130, 
email yrcr@monash.vic.gov.au or pop in to 
MYFS at the Clayton Community Centre on 
Cooke St.
So have you seen our website yet??
Get all the latest news on upcoming
programs and events at
www.myfs.org.au

Clayton Shopping
Centre Website

www.claytonshoppingcentre.com.au
Looking for that special present, cut of meat, birthday cake or hair cut?, our website 
has a list of all the shops in the Clayton Shopping Centre along with contact details.

Log on and check out the vast array of business’s,  you can also view all the 
Clayton@3168 back editions here.

A great resouce for all to use..
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   Home / Gifts / Flowers
   Cignall
   Dinh Hardware & Homewear
   Happy Gifts Homeware
   Heart to Heart Florists
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   Tic Time Jewellery
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   Special Gifts
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   TAB Clayton
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   Yangcheng Travel
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   Clayton Firearms
   Culinary Solutions Australia
   Unique International Duty Free
   Karaoke Bar

For more details on
shopping in Clayton go to
www.claytonshoppingcentre.com.au

   Banking & Finance
   ANZ Bank
   Bank of Queensland
   CBA Bank
   GE Money
   JP Creditline
    Melbourne Financial Consultants
   Money 3 Clayton
   National Bank
   Westpac Bank
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   Anshumann Da Dhaba-1
   Anshumann Da Dhaba-2
   Cafe Gardenia & Cakes
   Cafe La Proto
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   A2 Meat
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   Bread Kingdom
   Bread Top Bakery
   Cheesecake Shop
   Clayton Fruit Mart
   Clayton Halal Butcher
   Clayton Poultry
   Clayton Road Deli

   

With over 160  Business’s in the Clayton Shopping, its the place to shop.
Friendly .....Family..... And Fun.

   Fresh Food & Liquor cont’d 
   Clayton’s Meat Market
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   Coles Supermarket - South
   Delbake Bakery
   Jade Clayton Cellars
   Hana Bakery
   Healthy India
   Hiep Phat Butcher
   Hong Kong Supermarket
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   Caltex Service Station
   Clayton bargain centre
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   Clayton Discount Food Store
   Clayton Newsagency
   Clayton Super Discount Shop
   Hanaro Mart
   Hon Simon Crean
   Hot Potatoes $2 Shop
   JV Audio Mobile Phone
   Officeworks
   Oriental Discount Shop
   Salvation Army Family Store
   Sarawan Spices & Videos
   The Bargain Shop
   Tobacco Station

   Hair / Beauty / Body
   Chera’s
   Clayton Hair Studio
   Clayton Salon Dilpreet - Manaj
   Hair Panache
   Ivy’s Xtentions
   Lynn’s Hair Salon
   Minyen Beauty Centre
   Phuong Le’s Hair Salon & Nails
   Romeo Hair & Beauty
   Sena Hair Korean Studio
   Sovannary Hair & Beauty

   Health, Pharmacies & Fitness
   Chemist Warehouse
   Eye Look Visioncare
   Eyeline optical
   Priceline pharmacy
   United Schoools of Maritial Arts -
   Taekewond-do 



FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER, 2011

COME AND SEE OUR SCHOOL

TOURS ALL DAY

9.30am to 2.30pm

1 2

OPEN
DAY

Clayton Community Aged
Care celebrate their second
birthday in true circus style 
Just two years ago, on the 21st of September 2008, with just half the ground

floor in completion, Clayton Community Aged Care opened its doors to its 

very first residents. Today, two years on Mr Pearson one of the very first 

residents poses for his picture, cake in hand, basking in the warm spring 

sun and marvelling on the voyage his home has taken; within a month of his 

arrival the ground floor was completed reaching full occupancy almost 

instantaneously, the first floor began to take shape filling up just as quickly.

A year on, in September 2009 the facility celebrated its first birthday by 

opening the second and final floor, which proving just as popular filled up 

immediately. Now two years later with all 151 rooms filled, Clayton 

Community Aged Care is in its prime time of life.

No better way to commemorate the facilities second birthday and its 

amazing progress than to celebrate with a party and why not make that a 

circus party, juggle together some darling farm animals courtesy of 

“Animals on the move”, who were defiantly the most popular event of the 

day, BBQ, fairy floss, balloons, ice creams, clowns, a sumptuous cake from 

Gardenia in Clayton, add a topping of live music and voila, the party of the 

year. A mention also goes out to Priceline Pharmacy in Clayton for their 

generous donations and continuous association with all at the facility. 

For more information on Clayton Community Aged Care or our other Innovative Care facilities please visit 

www.innovativecare.com.au

88 Rosebank Avenue Clayton South 3169
 Telephone: 9546 3233


